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Thursday, April 2 
First Day Passover Service Tune in anytime 
Second Night Seder 5:30 PM 
 

Friday, April 3 
Passover Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 
 

Wednesday, April 8  
7th Day Passover Service with Yizkor 10:00 AM 
 

Friday, April 10 
Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 
 

Friday, April 17 
Tot Shabbat Service and Craft 5:30 PM 
Family Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 
 

Friday, April 24 
Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 
 

Friday, May 1 
Musical Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 
 

Friday, May 8 
Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 
 

Friday, May 15 
Tot Shabbat Service and Craft  5:30 PM 
Family Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 
 

Friday, May 22 
Shavuot Morning Service with Yizkor 10:00 AM 
Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 
 

Saturday, May 23 
Shavuot Second Day Service  10:00 AM 
With Adult Bônot Mitzvah and Confirmation 
 

Friday, May 29 
Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 
 
 

Friday, June 5 
Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 
 

Friday, June 12 
Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 
 

Friday, June 19 
Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 
 

Friday, June 26 
Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 

Ih² ¢h w9!/I ¦{ 
Synagogue Office  (516) 921-2282 
 
Office Fax  (516) 921-2393 
 
Email  office@northshoresynagogue.org 
 
Website  www.northshoresynagogue.org 
 
Main Office  Ext. 100 
 
Bookkeeper  Ext. 103 
 bookkeeper@northshoresynagogue.org 
 
Rabbi Jaimee Shalhevet  Ext. 111 
 rabbishalhevet@northshoresynagogue.org 
 
Cantor Steven Hevenstone Ext. 109 
 cantorhevenstone@northshoresynagogue.org 
 
Executive Director, Jacquelynn Golub  Ext. 106 
 jgolub@northshoresynagogue.org 
 
Early Childhood Director, Jacqueline Sanchez  Ext. 140 
 jacquie@northshoresynagogue.org 
 
Religious School/Youth Engagement 
Jacquelynn Golub Ext. 120 
  religiousschool@northshoresynagogue.org 
 youthgroup@northshoresynagogue.org 
 
President, Ginny McNulty Ext. 190 
 president@northshoresynagogue.org 

 
Financial Secretaries, Scott Fisher & Beth Bucheister Ext 180 
 financialsecretaries@northshoresynagogue.org 
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{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ  

hCCL/9 /[h{LbD{ 

Main Office                                                   April 2,3,8 
                                                                         May 22, 25                                             

JOIN US EVERY SATURDAY MORNING 
 

Saturday Morning Torah Study and Prayer at 9:00am 
Join us as we study the Torah portion of the week. All are welcome 
to learn, discuss and question. No experience or knowledge 
necessary. We look forward to sharing ideas and opinions, different 
perspectives and thoughts to discover how Torah becomes part of 
our daily life. A wonderful way to learn more about the morning 
liturgy, meet new people, and share our common links of Torah and 
worship, prayer and song. A spirited, meaningful and informal 
Shabbat service for all of our members. Newcomers are always 
welcome (When Hebrew is used, it is translated or transliterated.) 
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wŀōōƛΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 
wŀōōƛ WŀƛƳŜŜ {ƘŀƭƘŜǾŜǘ 

My throat hurt a while back and a friend handed me 
a Halls cough drop. As I unwrapped it, I noticed that 
there were a few pithy sayings written on the 
wrapper. They were all inspiration ï dare I say ï 
spiritual sayings. The main saying on each cough 
drop wrapper proudly states, ñA Pep Talk in every 
Drop!ò From there, each wrapper has a few sayings, 
such as, ñSeize the day,ò ñDonôt give up on 
yourself,ò ñTurn ócan doô into ócan did,ôò and 
ñYouôve survived tougher.ò  

It occurred to me that Halls had hit upon something 
brilliant. People need inspiration. The Bible states 
that people cannot live on bread alone. Itôs right. We 

need to feed not only our bodies, but also our souls. And we need it 
everywhere, even on cough drop wrappers. Our lives today are so packed, 
so filled with movement, feverish running around to appointments, 
meetings, activities. We are constantly online ï through our phones, 
computers, television sets. We never find the time to search for 
enlightenment or inspiration.  

Our ancestors searched for inspiration. They looked at sunsets, they 
walked through fields, they were able to completely rest for one full day a 
week and dedicate that day to finding Divine Inspiration. We need it on 
the wrappers of cough drops.  

And so we find today that more and more people feel inspirationally 
empty. More and more people contact institutions like the Kabbalah center 
or the School of Practical Philosophy for ñquick spiritual fixes.ò There is 
even a book entitled ñSpirituality for Dummies.ò We modern human 
beings often feel spiritually empty in this frantic, material-filled world.  

Hereôs the amazing thing, North Shore Synagogue can help you find 
inspiration. It wonôt be a quick fix, because quick fixes depart as quickly 

as they arrive. So, no, it wonôt be a quick fix. It will be a slow, satisfying 
treatment to what ails you.  

Join us on a Friday night or Saturday morning for uplifting prayer, it 
doesnôt matter whether you know the words or not. It doesnôt matter 
whether you know the melodies or not.  It doesn't matter whether you sing 
along, clap along, or sit in contemplative listening. Take one hour, once a 
week, to sit in your own skin, and breathe.  

If prayer isnôt your thing, then attend one of our many educational 
programs. Our committee for lifelong learning offers everything from 
movie discussions to classes on Kabbalah to lectures from authors. All 
programs are created to infuse the participants with some inspiration to 
take with them when they leave.  

Perhaps you can gain inspiration from helping others. In that case, connect 
with our Tikkun Olam committee. Join us for our monthly Sandwich 
making mitzvah Mondays and make 1,000 cheese sandwiches to donate to 
homeless shelters and food pantries. Collect clothing for those less 
fortunate than ourselves.  

Sisterhood and Brotherhood provide social opportunities to really connect 
with our neighbors and to create lasting and meaningful relationships.  

Inspiration is everywhere. But sometimes, we are too busy to search for it. 
So Halls put it on the wrappers of their cough drops. And Iôm putting it 
right here in our bulletin. You donôt need to search for inspiration and 
spirituality amongst the millions of other things you need to do in this 
modern world. You donôt need to search. Iôll tell you where it is. Itôs in 
Judaism and itôs at North Shore Synagogue. Give us a try. We may not 
cure your sore throat, but we can help heal your soul. 

Rabbi Jaimee Shalhevet 
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Cantorôs Note 
Cantor Steven Hevenstone 

Cantor Steven Hevenstone 

Go back to your first experience you can 
remember of being in a Synagogue.  It could 
be one of the High Holy Days, a Holiday, 
Religious School, even Shabbat.  What do you 
remember?  When asked this question, my 
response is always the music, how the prayers 
were sung.  Those melodies touch something 
deep inside of us.  Music helps us with 
memory, not only in the Synagogue, but also 
when we celebrate holidays like Passover, 
Chanukah, or even in our secular lives. 
From our early years we all remember the 
melody to the ñA, B, Csò; ñEentsy Weentsy 

Spiderò, and others.  Point of fact ï these melodies are used for Shehu 
Noteh Shamayim, which is sung in many Synagogues after the Aleinu is 
based on the melody of ñEentsy Weentsy Spiderò.  That melody continues 
to resonate with many people at every service they attend. 
ñSince earliest times, music has universally been a part of G-dôs 
creaturesô worship of their Creator.  From the very beginning of our 
national existence, the worship of G-d with prayer and sacrifice has been 
accompanied by music (noted in Exodus 15:1, 20), and music played an 
important part of the Temple service as well.ò (source: A Guide to Jewish 
Prayer pg. 370) 
The sounds and tones of music weave through Jewish life as a thread 
through a tapestry.  This tapestry is rich and vibrant, much like Josephôs 
coat of many colors.  But instead of colors, we have tones and harmonies 
which can lift us up and raise our spiritual identity, helping to fill us with 
sweet sounds.  We only have to listen, and let ourselves be carried away 
by these sweet sounds. 
Growing up going to Shul I would look forward to attending services and 
singing along with the Cantor and the Congregation.  There truly was and 
still is something very spiritual that happens when we all join together in 
prayer.  Isnôt it amazing that no matter where you go, you will find that 

sense of community, not only here at North Shore Synagogue, but the 
entire Jewish community through the words of our Tôfillot (prayers) 
utilizing music.  Sometimes our melodies differ slightly from Synagogue 
to Synagogue.  Sometimes the melodies might be completely 
different.  That does not make the melody wrong, just different.  However 
the result is still the same, as we join together in song and lift our prayers. 
Today, many of the melodies for our prayers represent our differing 
cultures, blending together different musical Minhagim 
(Traditions).  Throughout our services here at North Shore Synagogue 
you can hear the Ashkenazic melodies.  You can also hear contemporary 
melodies ïfrom composers like Craig Taubman, Elana Arian, Rick Recht, 
Noah Aronson, and many others.  The Etz Chaim, which we sing prior to 
closing the Ark at the end of the Torah Service, is sung to the melody of 
HaTikvah which means The Hope ï and what is the Torah but the hope of 
our people.  And as stated above some nursery rhyme music has also 
entered our services. 
Many times we introduce new melodies into our services.  These 
melodies might take a little bit to grow on us, but those melodies bring a 
fresh perspective on the prayer.  In previous newsletters I have written 
about SLBC (Song Leader Boot Camp) run by Rick Recht.  During that 
conference, which happens during the week of Presidentôs Day every 
year, new melodies are introduced to those who attend, and you can truly 
get a new perspective on our Tôfilah just by learning a new melody. 
Our music is another way we represent Lôdor Vador ï Generation to 
Generation.  We pass on these melodies to our children and others, and 
the next generation takes those melodies to heart. As each generation 
grows into those songs, many come up with new melodies for the Tôfilah, 
taking their own personal perspective and becoming a new part of the 
tapestry of song. 
May we all continue to be a part of that musical tapestry that is our 
tradition, new and old. 



 

 

A Message from the President 
Ginny McNulty  
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Ginny McNulty, President 

As we begin to feel the promise of Spring, we are especially grateful after the snowy and bitterly cold winter 
we have been through. The longer days and growing light remind us how important it isðduring the darkest 
and coldest monthsðto be the light and to create light in all that we do. 

I want to thank each of you for bringing warmth, kindness, and brightness to our community throughout this 
winter season. Because of you, our synagogue has not simply weathered the winterðwe have filled it with 
life, connection, and joy. 

We shared so many wonderful programs together, all of them warmly attended. Our Chanukah Family Party, 
though postponed by snow and ice, became a beautiful reminder of our resilience when our synagogue family 
gathered on the new date to enjoy bagels, donuts, latkes, pancakes and a delightful headlining magician. Our 
Chanukah service was especially meaningful, as congregants brought their own menorahs and we filled our 
sanctuary with light together, as one community. We also celebrated with a festive Latkes and Vodka evening 

highlighted by mixologist Joe Coleman. 

We held a special Martin Luther King Jr. Shabbat service featuring the dynamic and inspiring Godôs Gift Choir, whose joyful music 
lifted us to our feet, along with guest speaker Fred Brewington, who moved us with his words. 

Families gathered for an afternoon of bowling filled with laughter, unlimited games, and food for all ages. Throughout the season, we 
also came together for senior brunches, prepared cheese sandwiches to donate, participated in Torah study and the Rabbiôs 
Wednesday classes, and celebrated meaningful Family Shabbats. 

On Mitzvah Day, our hands and hearts were busy as we prepared meals for the homebound, stuffed teddy bears, assembled snack 
bags and dental kits, and created many other items to support those in need. These acts of caring truly brought our values to life. 

Thank you for your continued participation, generosity, and spirit. Because of you, our congregation created a season filled with 
warmth and lightðlight that does not fade with winter, but carries us forward into Spring.   

5ƻƴΩǘ CƻǊƎŜǘΦΦΦ 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Wednesday, June 17 

at 7:00pm 

 

Join your fellow congregants to learn whatôs happening at 

North Shore Synagogue. Vote on the slate of officers and 

trustees for 2026-2027, clergy contract, our budget, and the 

nominating committee members for the next year. All 

members in good standing may vote. We hope to see you 

there. 
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     North Shore Synagogue Brotherhood offer   
  many opportunities for socializing, 
camaraderie, Tikkun Olam and so much 
more. For a nominal cost, which includes a 
paid-up membership dinner, itôs the best   
 deal in town! Contact the synagogue office     

      today at 516.921.2282. 

A Message about Camp from one of our teens Reagan Hansen 

.ǊƻǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

Sisterhood is off to a wonderful start in 2026! Despite a cold and 
snowy winter, we have proudly sponsored a number of 
outstanding NSS programs, including the Chanukah Happening, 
Family Bowling, and the Very Disney Purim Carnival. We also 
reached a record milestone by selling 130 Mah Jongg Cards for 
2026. Thank you to everyone who purchased your cards through 
Sisterhoodðyour support truly makes a difference.  
 

Our annual Holiday Toy Drive was another meaningful success. 
Thanks to your generosity, many children and families at the 
Ronald McDonald House experienced added joy this season. 
Special thanks to Kat Jonas and Rosalind Sadis for ensuring the 
toys were delivered. The Mishloach Manot Purim fundraiser was 
equally successful. We appreciate all of our congregants who 
participated and hope you enjoyed the hamantaschen and festive 
treats. Heartfelt thanks to Kat Jonas and the Commack High 
School Work Based Learning and Young Adult Program for their 
dedication in shopping for and assembling the packages. Under 
Mrs. Jonasôs leadership, the students did an exceptional job.  
 

Please save the dates and watch for upcoming emails with 
registration details for these meaningful and engaging programs:  
 

¶ May 11 ï A spiritual program led by psychic/medium 
Nancy DôErasmo.  

¶ May 18 ï A sushi culinary experience at Whatôs Cooking in 
Oyster Bay.  

Sisterhood continues to be a vibrant, multigenerational 
community of women connected through Judaism, friendship, 
and shared experiences. Whether you are new to North Shore 
Synagogue or a longtime member, there is a meaningful place for 
you among us. We warmly invite you to join. The Sisterhood 
Board wishes you and your families a warm and beautiful spring. 
We welcome your ideas and suggestions and look forward to 
seeing you at our upcoming programs. 

The Brotherhood of North Shore Synagogue continues to be a cornerstone of 
connection, camaraderie, and meaningful involvement within our community. 
With a strong commitment to friendship, service, and synagogue life, 
Brotherhood offers something special for everyoneðand thereôs never been a 
better time to get involved. 

 

Our monthly Sunday morning breakfast meetings have become a cherished 
tradition. Held once a month, these gatherings are the perfect blend of great 
conversation, and engaging discussion. Whether reconnecting with old friends 
or meeting new faces, these mornings are filled with warmth, laughter, and a 
shared sense of purpose. From bagels, lox and coffee to thoughtful 
conversations about upcoming events and community initiatives, Brotherhood 
breakfasts are a highlight on the synagogue calendar. 

 

Brotherhood has been especially active in recent months, sponsoring programs 
and a variety of events. Families laced up their bowling shoes and joined us for 
a fun-filled Family Bowling eventðan afternoon of strikes, spares, and smiles 
that brought together members of all ages. At the Purim Carnival, Brotherhood 
members rolled up their sleeves and kept the crowd happy by serving up a 
delicious array of food. From classic carnival favorites to crowd-pleasing treats, 
their booth was a hub of activity (and incredible aromas!). Not one to miss out 
on the excitement of the season, Brotherhood also organized a March Madness 
event. 

 

Looking ahead, Brotherhood is gearing up for even more ways to support and 
celebrate our community. They will once again be manning the grill at our End-
of-Year Youth Celebration BBQ, immediately following services. This beloved 
annual tradition is made even more special thanks to Brotherhoodôs 
dedicationðserving up delicious food with a side of ruach (spirit!) as we 
celebrate our incredible youth and another meaningful year together. 

 

In the coming months, we are also looking forward to Brotherhoodôs End-of-
Year Dinner, a wonderful evening to reflect, connect, and celebrate all that has 
been accomplished. In addition, Brotherhood will lead a special Shabbat 
service, offering a unique and heartfelt experience for the congregation. More 
details on these exciting events will be shared soonðstay tuned! 

 

Brotherhood is more than just a groupðitôs a vibrant, welcoming community 
within our synagogue that thrives on participation, generosity, and spirit. We 
encourage all to join us at an upcoming breakfast, event, or program and 
experience firsthand the energy and connection that make Brotherhood such a 
special part of North Shore Synagogue. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Imagine a life with endless Shabbat dinners, candy and soda twice a week, endless activities, bracelets with values, a second family, and 
never ending fun. I never thought it would be possible, until I went to Crane Lake Camp. I went there for the first time over the summer and it was 
one of the greatest experiences of a lifetime. It was wonderful. It changed my life so much in the best way possible and it will likely do the same to 
anyone else. I would strongly suggest trying it. 
       Everyone at Crane Lake is super nice. For example, when it was my first summer at Crane Lake. I was really nervous, but it didn't take any 
longer than one night for someone to talk to me. It was my first night and an amazing girl came up to  me and she said things like, ñHey! I know 
you're new but trust me, everyone is so nice and youôll fit in perfectly,ò and ñEveryone here is friendly and will like you.ò And she wasnôt wrong. 
Everyone at Crane Lake is so nice and welcoming. At Crane Lake, you have a bunk that 
usually has around 8-12 people and I can confidently say that the people in my bunk were 
some of the nicest people I have ever met. Me and the girl next to me made a zipline to 
pass notes to each other late at night. 
      Crane Lake has almost every activity you can think of, soccer, basketball, tennis, lake, 
rope courses and ziplines, and even archery! There are specialists that teach and supervise 
the activities. One of my favorite activities was the farm. They have 4 adorable puppies, 3 
bunnies, 2 donkeys, 2 guinea pigs, a lot of goats, a cow, and a lot of chickens. They also 
had a fun activity called Teva which is where you camp outside. You make pizza from 
scratch and smores which were both delicious!  The lake was also so much fun. They have 
inflatables, kayaks, speedboats, tubing, sailing, paddle boarding, and fishing! 
      At Crane Lake, safety is a top priority. It starts off as small things like If you feel 
uncomfortable, people will respect it and it goes to in the rare case where there is a bear, 
the staff will blow air horns to scare it away. There is a safety lesson called ñSafety With 
Sarah Stein" and it teaches you about boundaries, what is appropriate, and safety 
procedures. During Teva, safety rules are taken more seriously as you are in the forest. 
Every sport and activity comes equipped with correct safety supplies like a life jacket, 
goggles, an arm guard, (etc). Here at Crane Lake, safety is a top priority 

I could go on and on about how great Crane Lake is all day. If you are looking 
for a way to become the best version of yourself, Crane lake is the way to do it. Crane 
Lake gave me a second home and I will always cherish that. 
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Mazel Tov to our Bônei Mitzvah  

Hello my name is Addison (Addie) Orgel. I am in 7th grade and attend HBT Middle School. I am going to become a Bônei 
Mitzvah on April 18, 2026. My parents are Lisa and Scott Orgel and I have 9 year old sister Emily. My grandparents are Judi 
and Howard Teig and Sheryl and Robert Orgel. In my free time, I enjoy gymnastics, spending time with friends and family, and 
going to sleepaway camp. For my mitzvah project I am helping out in a kindergarten gymnastics class because I want them to 
love gymnastics as much as I do.  My favorite Jewish food is Hamantaschen because theyôre delicious and fun to make. My 
favorite Jewish holiday is Chanukah because I like getting gifts and celebrating with my family. To become a Bat Mitzvah 
means being more responsible. 

My name is Brynn Silversmith. I am in 7th grade and attend Mattlin Middle School in Plainview. I am going to become a Bat 
Mitzvah on May 2, 2026. My parentsô names are Kimberly and David Silversmith, and I have a younger sister named Jenna, who 
is 9 years old. My grandma is Rochelle Tivin and we remember my grandparents, Barry Tivin and Judith and Lyle Silversmith 
and we wish they were here to celebrate with us. I enjoy doing gymnastics and running. I also enjoy going to sleepaway camp at 
Camp Kinder Ring in upstate New York. My favorite Jewish food is matzah and my favorite Jewish holiday is Chanukah. To 
become a Bat Mitzvah means to me that I am becoming an adult in the Jewish religion. It means more freedom and that I can 
take on more responsibility.  

Hello my name is Sam Cohen. I am in 7th grade and attend Southwoods Middle school. I am going to become a Bônei Mitzvah 
on May 9th. My parents names are Melanie Cohen and Andrew Cohen and I have a sister named Hannah.  My grandparents are 
Beverly and Ira Gersfeld and Judy Cohen. I enjoy playing sports (golf and baseball), building legos, and playing Minecraft and 
other video games.  I also play the guitar in a band. For my mitzvah project I am raising money for the North Shore Animal 
League in memory of our dog Chloe who passed away this year and I miss a ton. We donated her food to North Shore Animal 
League and saw a lot of puppies and dogs who needed help and I want to help them find homes. My favorite Jewish food is 
Matzo ball soup and my favorite Jewish holiday is Hannukah, because Matzo ball soup is delicious and I like spending time with 
my family and getting lots of presents. To become a Bônei mitzvah means to me becoming an adult and taking on more 
responsibilities (and one year closer to paying taxes).  

Hello my name is Nathan Cohen . I am in 7th grade and attend South Woods Middle School. I am going to become a Bar 
Mitzvah on May 16, 2026.  My parents are Jodi and Jason Cohen and I have an older brother, Alec. My maternal grandmother is 
Cheryl Cohen and my paternal grandparents are Leonard and Marcia Cohen. I enjoy astronomy, cooking, playing games with my 
brother and friends, watching movies with my family, hockey and going to Islander games. My favorite Jewish food is matzo ball 
soup and my favorite Jewish holiday is Rosh Hashanah because I love getting together with my family to celebrate. To become a 
Bar mitzvah means to me that I am becoming an adult in the Jewish community and will be taking on more responsibilities. 

Hello, my name is Madison Rose Lund.  I am in 7th grade and attend HBT Middle School.  I am going to become a Bat Mitzvah 
on May 16th.  My parents are Jamie and Michael Lund and I have a younger brother, Benjamin.  I have four living grandparents 
and their names are Nancy and Russell Wohl, Lou Gittler and Linda Lund.  I enjoy singing, dancing, acting, reading, bedazzling, 
diamond art, playing badminton, hanging with my friends, going to camp and baking.  For my mitzvah project, I am bringing ñA 
Day of Broadwayò to Orchard Estate Assisted Living where my Gigi used to live.  I will perform several Broadway songs and 
then help them to do a Broadway themed craft!  We will make Broadway coasters by decorating blank tiles with Broadway 
images.  Latkes are my favorite Jewish food and my favorite Jewish holiday is Hanukkah.  It is my favorite because I see my 
extended family and I love all of the food I eat on that holiday.  This includes typical Hanukkah foods like latkes and sufganiyot 
(jelly donuts) and also some other foods that my family just likes to include such as nachos and mac and cheese.  To me, 
becoming a Bat Mitzvah means becoming an adult in the eyes of my Jewish community.  I am eager to take on more 
responsibility, regularly participate in mitzvah projects and follow the traditions of Judaism in my adult life.   

Hello my name is Brandon Kalish. I am in 7th grade and attend South Woods Middle School. I am going to become a Bônei 
Mitzvah on May 30th. My parents' names are Matthew and Teresa Kalish and I have a younger brother named Levi. I am 
fortunate to have four grandparents in my life. Their names are Mel and Lesley Kalish and David and Mildred Chang. I enjoy 
coding, nature, reading, music and retro gaming. I am also a yellow belt in Brazilian Jiu Jitsu and play the violin in the South 
Woods Orchestra and at Usdan during the summer. I have participated in various NSS Mitzvot activities and the most 
memorable one was during Chanukkah where we helped residents at Orchard Estate with menorah crafts and sang songs. My 
favorite Jewish food is bagels and lox. My favorite Jewish holiday is Passover, because that is when my whole family gets 
together and we have fun. To become a Bônei mitzvah means to me to take further steps in becoming an adult and to mature 
more, acting older, smarter, and taking responsibility for my actions. 

Hello my name is Emme Meyer . I am in 7th  grade and attend South Woods Middle School. I am going to become a Bônei 
Mitzvah on June 6, 2026. My parents are  Alysa and Simeon. I have one sister, Charlotte and a dog, Penny. My grandparents are 
Richard, Cheryl, Edward and Joyce. I enjoy playing volleyball, softball and hanging out with my friends and family. I also enjoy 
acting and singing. For my mitzvah project I am raising money for the Make A Wish Foundation, which grants life-changing 
wishes to children with critical illnesses. My favorite Jewish food is babka and my favorite Jewish holiday is Chanukkah, 
because I get to spend time with my family. To become a Bônei mitzvah means to me that I am expected become more 
responsible and understand my religion better.  

Hi! my name is  Samara Melnick. I am in 7th grade and attend Harry B. Thompson middle school. I am going to become a Bônei 
Mitzvah on June 13, 2026. My parents names are Jeremy and Dara and I also have a brother named Julian. I have a dog named 
Boomer. I have a grandma Roberta and a pop pop Gary, a Gaga Roberta and a papa Bruce and my Grandpa David who 
unfortunately passed away. I enjoy singing, musical theatre, sometimes tennis and being with family and friends For my mitzvah 
project I am doing one kind thing every day for 100 days prior to my bat mitzvah. My favorite Jewish food is probably latkes and 
brisket.  My favorite Jewish holiday is Hanukkah Because I love to spend time with family and friends and of course the presents 
too! Becoming a Bat Mitzvah is kind of like a book it  means  to start a new chapter of my life. It means I am becoming 
responsible for my own choices and how they reflect who I am as a person and bat Mitzvah . To me, being a Bat Mitzvah means 
using my voice, speaking up using my talents in singing and acting, and my kindness to bring joy and positivity to others. 
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To Honor and Remember 
Mishkan Tôfilah Bookplates ($54 per bookplate)  

Dedicate a prayer book in memory of loved ones or in honor of 

someone special or a noteworthy occasion. 

 

Simcha Wall Plaques (starting at $500)  

Commemorate a joyous occasion. 

 

Butterfly Wall (starting at $108)  

Honor and celebrate precious moments in your childôs life. Add a 

butterfly to the Gateway Wall of the Nursery School Wing. 

 

Cemetery Plots ($5,000 per plot)  

Judaism teaches us that purchasing oneôs plot while still alive is a 

segulah (spiritually propitious act) for longevity, because by doing so 

one contemplates oneôs own mortality and uses oneôs time allotted on 

this earth more wisely. The Cemetery Committee is selling plots in the 

Synagogueôs section at Beth Moses Cemetery in Farmingdale . Please 

note maintenance at Wellwood, New Montefiore and Beth Moses 

cemeteries is provided at no cost.  

Any concerns regarding maintenance should be brought to our attention. 

 

Memorial Plaques ($600 per plaque)  

Remember a loved one in perpetuity with a solid bronze memorial 

plaque on our Illuminated Memorial Tablet in our Sanctuary.  

 

Oneg/Flower Sponsors  (starting at $180) 

Did you know you could sponsor the oneg and flowers? Do you have a 

birthday, anniversary, wedding, or simcha coming up? Let us celebrate 

with you! Your contribution will help defray our cost.  

 

Mazel Tovs 

Mazel Tov 

Sue and Steve Feldman on the birth of their great-grandson Tuvia 
Lev Engel. Proud parents Penina and Shalom Engel 

Condolences 
Ellen Huzarsky: Wife of Jack Huzarsky; Mother of Risa (Peter) 

Thomas and Jonathan (Michelle) Huzarsky; Grandmother of Weston, 

Grayson, Remi and Hudson 

 

Robert Alan Zuflacht: Husband of Anita Kaplan; Father of Lindsay 

(Jordan) Padover and Jared (Amy) Zuflacht; Brother of Richard 

Zuflacht, Kathie Garcia, Alvin (June) Pitkow and Marlene Pitkow 

(Mark Kalow); Grandfather of Sophie Reese, Bryce and Chase 

 

Professor Donald Lubowich: Husband of Susan Kopech; Son of 

Martin Lubowich zòl and Shirley Lubowich; Brother of Renee 

Lubowich (Pat Howe) and Kenneth Lubowich zòl (Li-Hwa); Brother-

in-law of Robin Berk (Craig) and Stephen Kopech (Karen); Uncle of 

Jordana Berk (Angus Taylor), Corey, Jamie and Kevin Lubowich, 

Joshua (Emily), Justin & Sydney Kopech, Hannah Rosen (Jake) and 

Emma Howe Lubowich; and Great Uncle of Ari Berk-Taylor 

 

Ben Tabakin: Husband of Sandy Tabakin; Father of Bonnie, Linda 

(Bill), David (Sarah), and Neil (Miranda); Grandfather of Mellisa, 

Aaron (Amy), Jonathan (Leigh), Michael (Renee), Eli, Joseph 

(Rachel), Emma (Avi), Matthw (Jennifer), and Sydney zòl; Great 

Grandfather of Ashton, Addison, Abby, Graham, Theodore, Miles, 

and Mason; Great Great Grandfather of Alexander 

 

Sheila Holzer: Wife of Morty Holzer; Mother of Susan (Gary), 

Stephen, Scott (Julie) and Stu (Ronni); Grandmother of Danielle 

(Adam), Evan (Steph), Jenna, Ben, Sydney and Morrison; Great 

Grandmother of Jaxon, Remi, Miles and Jake 

 

Leo Bauman: Husband of Pearl Bauman; Father of Stewart (Amy), 

Mitchell zòl; Grandfather of Jaclyn Bauman-OôKeefe (James), 

Stefanie Korn (Matt); Great Grandfather of Sydney, Mason, Sam and 

Max 

Sharing Our Lives 

 The North Shore Synagogue Board of Trustees is seeking 
congregant volunteers to join the following committees: 
 

¶ Fundraising 

¶ Nursery School 

¶ Membership 

¶ Mitzvah / Caring 

¶ Social Justice 

¶ Marketing & Social Media 

¶ Youth Learning and Engagement 
 
Please contact Jacquelynn Golub (516.921.2282 ext. 106) or Ginny 
McNulty (ext. 190) at your earliest convenience. Join your Board of 
Trustees in making NSS better everyday! 

Get involved by Volunteering! 

Keep Us Informed 
Got Good News?  

Engagements, marriages, births, graduations, special  
accomplishments? Send your information by email to 
office@northshoresynagogue.org or contact the office at  

516-921-2282, so we may share your simchas with the 
congregation. 

 

Please Let our Clergy Know!  

Current laws prevent hospitals from releasing names of patients. 
Please call the synagogue office when you, a family member, or a 
friend are in the hospital and would welcome a visit.  

 

In Times of Bereavement   

At the hour of loss, the clergy of NSS wants to be helpful to you. 
After office hours, we can be reached at 516-921-2282 ext. 8. If you 
wish us to officiate at the funeral of your loved one, please have the 
funeral home ensure our availability at the time you desire before 
finalizing your arrangements. 
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Wow, what a winter it has been!  All of the snowy weather has 
given us wonderful opportunities to learn about winter. The 
children loved exploring real snow in our water tables and 
observing how it melts when we bring it inside. Weôve also been 
learning about Arctic animals and how they adapt to the cold 
weather. It has truly been a season full of hands-on discovery and 
excitement! 
We also learned about our neighborhood and the important jobs 
within it. A special highlight was a visit from a dentist, who 
taught us about taking care of our teeth. The children were so 
engaged and asked thoughtful questions. We also enjoyed writing 
Valentineôs cards for our friends at the Bristal. We even had a 
very special visit from Miss Daniôs grandma, who lives there! 
Our Twoôs class enjoyed reading many classic nursery rhymes 
and fairy tales. They loved completing follow-up activities 
connected to the stories. They listened to the nursery rhyme 
ñTwinkle, Twinkle, Little Starò in Hebrew and learned the 
Hebrew word for star, kochavim.  
Transportation was another exciting unit we explored this winter. 
From land, sea, and air, the children learned about all the different 
types of transportation that help us get from place to place. Our 
classrooms transformed the dramatic play centers into various 

vehicles, giving the children hands-on opportunities to explore 
and pretend as they drove cars, flew airplanes, and sailed boats.   
In March, we were excited to celebrate Read Across America, 
honoring our love of reading. We kicked off the celebration on 
March 2nd when all the classes gathered in the gym and the 
teachers read The Cat in the Hat in celebration of Dr. Seussôs 
birthday. We loved Spirit Week, when we read many of his books 
and came to school dressed in our favorite colors, wacky outfits, 
and pajamas. 
We also celebrated several meaningful holidays over the past few 
months. In celebration of Tu Bôshevat we learned about trees and 
the fruits they provide. The rabbi led a delicious seder with the 
children, where we tasted different fruits and sang and danced 
together. March brought Purim. The children came to school 
dressed in costumes, and our parents joined us in the Sanctuary to 
listen to us sing Purim songs with Cantor Steve and Rabbi Jaimee. 
Following our sing-along, we enjoyed a festive Purim party in the 
gym. 
We are now looking forward to spring, when we will learn about 
growing, caterpillars, butterflies, and ladybugs. The children are 
all eager to get back outside every day and enjoy the playground! 
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As we begin to look toward the close of another wonderful year in our 
Religious School, itôs amazing to reflect on just how much our students have 
experienced, learned, and celebrated together. The classrooms have been 
filled with energy, curiosity, and joy, making this year truly special for our 
entire synagogue community. 

In the winter months, our students embraced the themes of Tu BôShevat, 
discovering the beauty of nature and renewal. Through hands-on activities, 
including planting parsley to be used at their Passover Seders, our children 
were able to connect tradition with action in a meaningful and memorable 
way. 

The excitement only grew as we moved into March and celebrated Purim. 
Students brought the story to life with creativity and enthusiasm, 
culminating in a fun and spirited Purim Carnival. Our annual Purim Carnival 
was once again a tremendous success, bringing together families for a day of 
laughter and celebration. From games and inflatables to crafts, prizes, and 
sweet treats like cotton candy and popcorn, the day was filled with joy at 
every turn. 

With Passover falling earlier this year, our students have already explored 
the story of the Exodus, the traditions of the Seder, and the deeper meaning 
of freedom and resilience. Classrooms were filled with thoughtful 
discussions, hands-on activities, and meaningful connections that helped 
bring the holiday to life. It was incredibly special to see our students take 
what they learned and bring it into their own family Seders. 

Throughout the year, our students have also strengthened their connection to 
Israel. As we look to celebrate Yom HaAtzmaut we continue learning about 
its history, culture, and significance. 

Prayer continues to be an important and grounding part of our studentsô 
experience. Whether gathered in their classrooms, participating in Tôfillah, 
or joining together at Family Shabbat Services, our children are building 
confidence and comfort with our prayers and rituals. We are incredibly 
fortunate to have Rabbi Shalhevet and Cantor Hevenstone so actively 
involvedðgreeting families, engaging with students, and helping to create a 
warm and welcoming environment each and every Sunday. 

A walk through our Religious School on a Sunday morning offers a 
beautiful snapshot of our community in action. You can hear our youngest 
students joyfully singing the Alef-Bet, while older students are deepening 
their Hebrew skills, practicing prayers, and participating in dynamic, 
interactive lessons. The enthusiasm of our students, combined with the 
dedication of our teachers, creates a vibrant and inspiring atmosphere. By 
the time our students reach seventh grade, they are ready to bring all of their 
learning together as they prepare to lead prayers in anticipation of their 
Bônei Mitzvah. Watching their confidence grow as they take on this 
responsibility is one of the most meaningful parts of our year. 

Our family day programs have continued to be a highlight, strengthening the 
bond between home and synagogue life. One especially meaningful 
experience was our Third Grade Family Day. Families gathered for bagels 
and a warm, welcoming morning of learning with the Rabbi and Cantor, 
focusing on what Shabbat means within our homes and how we can bring 
Judaism into our everyday lives in personal and meaningful ways. It was 
also a special milestone moment, as our third grade families received their 
Bar and Bat Mitzvah dates, marking the beginning of an exciting journey 
ahead. 

Another standout experience was our Fifth Grade Family Day. The morning 
began with bagels and coffee as our clergy shared important insights about 
the Bar and Bat Mitzvah journey and explored the meaning and significance 
of the Torah with our families. We were then thrilled to welcome the Torah 
Factory for a truly hands-on and immersive program. Families had the 
unique opportunity to experience the ancient process of Torah writingð
transforming raw hides into parchment, learning how to shape a goose 

feather into a quill, and mixing simple ingredients such as carbon to create 
ink. The excitement peaked as participants used their handmade tools to 
write Hebrew letters on their own parchment, creating meaningful keepsakes 
and gaining a deeper appreciation for the sacred craftsmanship behind every 
Torah scroll. 

We are excited to close out the year with our Youth Celebration Shabbat 
BBQ and Service on May 15th. The evening will begin with a BBQ at 6:15 
PM, followed by a Family Shabbat Service at 7:30 PM led by our students. 
This special event is a chance for our entire community to come together, 
celebrate our childrenôs accomplishments, and recognize the hard work of 
our students, teachers, and staff. 

Thank you to everyone who helps make our Religious School such a warm, 
dynamic, and meaningful place to learn and grow. It is through this shared 
commitment that our children continue to flourish. 

Wishing all of our families a joyful and beautiful spring seasonðand as 

always, please know my door is always open. 



 

 

 
aƛǘȊǾŀƘ DƻǊŜǊŜǘ aƛǘȊǾŀƘ  

hƴŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŜŘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŜŘ 
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The Mitzvah Committee has been very busy since the start of 

2026. 

 

On January 12th, our Sandwich Making Mitzvah was a success as 

always. Thirty congregants of all ages attended and made 1000 

cheese sandwiches which were delivered to the Mercy Soup Kitch-

en in Wyandanch. 

 

Our annual Mitzvah Day was on Sunday, February 8th from 11:30 

to 1 PM.  It was an amazing sight watching over 100 congregants 

from religious school age up to adults, participating in and accom-

plishing 10 different types of Mitzvah projects.  These projects 

included making no sew blankets, assembling wash up kits (soap, 

shampoo, conditioner and a wash cloth), assembling dental kits 

(toothpaste, toothbrush, and dental floss), snack kits (granola bar, 

raisins, and applesauce), packing laundry detergent into bags and 

stuffing teddy bears.  This year we added a childrenôs bag 

(coloring book and crayons), made a no bake lasagna and salad, 

assembled birthday boxes complete with everything that would be 

necessary to make a childôs birthday party, and put together items 

needed for our Veterans (underwear, undershirts, and socks).  A 

great sense of excitement and accomplishment could be felt 

throughout the room!! 

 

All of the above Mitzvah projects were delivered to 11 different 

organizations across Nassau, Suffolk, and Queens. Each organiza-

tion was so appreciative of the items they received!  

 

March is was avery active month for doing Mitzvahs! 

 

We celebrated both Purim and Passover at the Orchard Estate As-

sisted Living Residence in Plainview.  We went to the Ronald 

McDonald house in Queens to make a meal for families who are 

staying there while their children are in Cohenôs Children Hospital.   

We will have our monthly sandwich making event and we will also 

fill the pantry at the Sid Jacobson JCC.    

 

Our upcoming Mitzvahs for April, May, and June will include the 

following:  Sunday April 26th ï sandwich making and Monday, 

May 11th ï sandwich making. 

 

Thank you to all who participated in our Mitzvah Projects this 

year.  These Mitzvahs benefited many communities on Long Is-

land.  We look forward to expanding our Mitzvah programming in 

the coming year and we hope to see many of you do acts of tzed-

akah and kindness through our congregational efforts to give to 

those who need a helping hand! 

 

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Mitzvah Com-

mittee, please contact the Main Office. Be a part of the planning 

that goes into making Mitzvahs happen! We are always looking for 

volunteers ñto help us help others!ò     Have a great summer!!  See 

you in the Fall with many new exciting Mitzvahs!! 

 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Monthly 

Mitzvah! Together, we assembled cheese sandwiches 

that were donated to a soup kitchen in Wyandanch. 

Mitzvah Goreret Mitzvah ð one mitzvah leads  

to another mitzvah! 



 

 

Mitzvah Day was a tremendous success!  

Congregants and friends of all ages came together with open hearts and helping hands to make a real difference in our community. 

Together, we packed toiletry bags for those in need, assembled snack bags and dental kits, prepared veteran kits and detergent kits, 

and filled birthday boxes to help families celebrate special moments with dignity and joy. Volunteers lovingly stuffed teddy bears to 

comfort children and created beautiful no-sew blankets to bring warmth to those facing difficult times. Others prepared dinners to 

ensure that families would have a nourishing meal waiting for them. Each item packed, each blanket tied, each meal prepared was 

more than just a task ð it was a mitzvah. Thank you to everyone who showed up, rolled up their sleeves, and gave of their time and 

heart, to make Mitzvah Day so successful. 

Mitzvah Goreret Mitzvah  
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