
 

 

Shalom 
{ƘŀǊŜ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ 

 Newsletter  

Winter Edition - January/February/March 2026 

Calendar        2 

A Message from Rabbi Shalhevet     3 

A Message from Cantor Hevenstone    4  

A Message from the President     5 

Sharing our lives       6 

Mazel Tov to our Bônei Mitzvah     7 

Nursery School News      8 

Religious School/Youth Programming     9 

Sisterhood Scoop     10 

Brotherhood Business    11 

Mitzvah and Caring    12 

Upcoming Programs & Events   13 

Our Fall in Review            14-18 

Donations              19-23 

    [ƻƻƪ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ŬƴŘΦΦΦ 

 {ǇƻƴǎƻǊ hǳǊ {ƘŀƭƻƳΗ  

/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ŀ 

ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ ƻǊ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀ 

ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜ ōȅ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ 

{ƘƻǊŜ {ȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜ {ƘŀƭƻƳΗ ¸ƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ 

ƘŜƭǇ ƻũǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƘŀƭƻƳΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ƴƻǎǘ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜ ƴŜǿǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ 

ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {ƘŀƭƻƳ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ  

¢ƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻŶŎŜ ŀǘ рмс-фнм-ннун ŜȄǘΦ 

млл ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƻŶŎŜϪƴƻǊǘƘǎƘƻǊŜǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜΦƻǊƎ 

 



 

 

                                                                                   

Friday, January 2 

Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 

Friday, January 9 

Tot Shabbat Service  5:30 PM 

Family Shabbat Service                                                               7:30 PM 

Friday, January 16 

Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 

Friday, January 23 

Musical Shabbat Service                                                            7:30 PM 

Friday, January 30 
Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 

Friday, February 6 

Tot Shabbat Service  5:30 PM 

Family Shabbat Service                                                               7:30 PM 

Friday, February 13 

Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 

Friday, February 20 

Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 

Friday, February 27 

Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 

Friday, March 6  

Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 

Friday, March 13  

Tot Shabbat Service 5:30 PM 

Family Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 

Friday, March 20 

Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 

Friday, March 27 

Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 

Ih² ¢h w9!/I ¦{ 
Synagogue Office  (516) 921-2282 
 
Office Fax  (516) 921-2393 
 
Email  office@northshoresynagogue.org 
 
Website  www.northshoresynagogue.org 
 
Main Office  Ext. 100 
 
Bookkeeper  Ext. 103 
 bookkeeper@northshoresynagogue.org 
 
Rabbi Jaimee Shalhevet  Ext. 111 
 rabbishalhevet@northshoresynagogue.org 
 
Cantor Steven Hevenstone Ext. 109 
 cantorhevenstone@northshoresynagogue.org 
 
Executive Director, Jacquelynn Golub  Ext. 106 
 jgolub@northshoresynagogue.org 
 
Early Childhood Director, Jacqueline Sanchez  Ext. 140 
 jacquie@northshoresynagogue.org 
 
Religious School/Youth Engagement 
Jacquelynn Golub Ext. 120 
  religiousschool@northshoresynagogue.org 
 youthgroup@northshoresynagogue.org 
 
President, Ginny McNulty Ext. 190 
 president@northshoresynagogue.org 

 
Financial Secretaries, Scott Fisher & Beth Bucheister Ext 180 
 financialsecretaries@northshoresynagogue.org 
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Main Office                                                  January 1, 19 
                                                                         February 16 

JOIN US EVERY SATURDAY MORNING 
 

Saturday Morning Torah Study at 9:00am 
Join us as we study the Torah portion of the week. All are welcome to 
learn, discuss and question. No experience or knowledge necessary. 
We look forward to sharing ideas and opinions, different perspectives 
and thoughts to discover how Torah becomes part of our daily life. 

Shabbat Morning Service-in-the-Round at 10:15am 
A wonderful way to learn more about the morning liturgy, meet new 
people, and share our common links of Torah and worship, prayer and 
song. A spirited, meaningful and informal Shabbat service for all of 
our members. Newcomers are always welcome (When Hebrew is 
used, it is translated or transliterated.) 

Ongoing Adult Education with Rabbi Shalhevet 
alternating Wednesdays at 11:30 AM 

Torah for Today   
Learn Torah at a slow pace, spending time to truly understand the 
deeper meaning of this sacred text. No prior knowledge of Torah or 
Hebrew is required to participate. Newcomers to the class are always 
welcome.  
 
Lessons from Our Traditions  
Believe it or not, Jewish texts both ancient and modern give us 
guidance on how to raise children, deal with arguments with our 
spouses, how to handle conflicts, and even how to survive toxic people 
in our lives. Join THIS class discussion with Rabbi Shalhevet and you 
WILL believe it. And you will begin to live a happier and freer life if 
you choose to. It's all in your hands. Give it a try.  

²9 ²!b¢ ¸h¦ ¢h Ybh² 

MLK Shabbat Service 
Join together on Friday, January 16th at 7:30 PM for a special Shabbat 
service honoring the memory and legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr, as we join together in song and prayer and work toward making the 
world a better place. Joining us will be Frederick K. Brewington, Esq. 
We will come together for an inspiring and uplifting service.  
Casino Night - An Adult Purim Fundraiser 
Join together on Saturday, February 28 at 7:00 PM for an evening of 
Poker, Blackjack, Craps, Roulette, hors d'oeuvres, drinks, raffles and 
more. $50 per person. Please RSVP at northshoresynagogue.org/casino26 
to join in on the fun.   
A Very Disney Purim 
Donôt miss our annual Purim Shpiel and Carnival. Start the morning with 
an interactive Purim Shpiel with audience participation at 10:00 AM, 
followed  by the Purim Carnival at 10:30 AM. Enjoy Carnival games, 
inflatables, arts and crafts, sports activities, delicious food and more. Pre-
order your tickets to save big! 
Sisterhood Womenôs Seder 
North Shore Synagogueôs Sisterhood is holding their annual Womenôs 
Seder led by Rabbi Shalhevet, celebrating the connection of generations 
of mothers, daughters (10+), friends and family on Wednesday, March 
25, 2026 at 6:00 PM. Complimentary to all paid-up Sisterhood Members. 
Guests are $60 per person, the event will be catered by The Standard at 
North Shore. 
Second Night Seder 
Join together to celebrate Passover with congregants, family members, 
and guests at our second night seder on Thursday, April 2nd at 5:30 PM. 
Enjoy a meaningful, engaging and interactive Seder with a catered dinner 
and dessert for only $50 per person. RSVP to northshoresynagogue.org/
seder to let us know you will be attending.  



 

 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wŀōōƛΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 
wŀōōƛ WŀƛƳŜŜ {ƘŀƭƘŜǾŜǘ 

Here in America, Tu Bôshevat makes no sense. I 
admit it. Itôs the New Year of the trees, when we 
celebrate the beginning of the blossoming of the 
buds, the young sprouts first emerging from the 
soil, the entering of spring. And this year, itôs on 
the evening of February 1 and the day of 
February 2nd. The trees are bare, the blossoms 
are non-existent, the ground is frozen, and we are 
still facing the cold prospect of the rest of 
February. In America, Tu Bôshevat makes no 
sense.  
But I remember my two years spent in Israel. 
Israel, the country where all the Jewish holidays 

fall into place. In my mind, Israel has two seasons; ñOy! Itôs so hot 
and dry!ò and ñOy! Itôs so cold and wet!ò The Hot and dry season 
lasts from Passover to Sukkot  - exactly the amount of time we spend 
praying for dew in our Gôvurot prayer. The cold and wet season lasts 
from Simchat Torah back to Passover gradually getting warmer and 
dryer starting ï you guessed it, around February 1st.. I was lucky 
enough to live through these seasons in Israel twice. Let me tell you, 
When it rained for the first time in months on Erev Sukkot and people 
danced in the wet streets, it truly felt like Sukkot. And I vividly 
remember walking to my school, Hebrew Union College, one day in 
late January. The incredibly cold spell had just finally lifted so I was 
able to walk (albeit briskly) wearing my Autumn jacket.  As I walked 
I took a deep breath, enjoying the dayôs warmth. I happen to glance at 
the grass next to the sidewalk. And there it was, by my feet, in the 
middle of ñWinterò. The first tulip sprout gingerly poking its head out 
of the ground. I looked up and saw an almond tree, the first tree in 
Israel to blossom, with its beautiful light pink and white blossoms. 

ñWow,ò I thought, ñwhat a perfectly beautiful day.ò Then it struck me. 
I looked at my calendar. Yep, today was Tu BôShevat.  
I stopped in my tracks. I stopped my feet, I stopped my breathing, I 
stopped my thoughts. I just stood there, in the middle of a sidewalk in 
Jerusalem and breathed in the fragrance of the almost blossoms. I 
soaked in the light of the January sun. I unzipped my coat and felt the 
warmth of the New Year of the Trees come to life like it had never 
done for me before.  
This year, as  the Winter winds whip through the bare branches of the 
trees and the moon greets us at 4:30 in the afternoon, I will remember 
Tu BôShevat in Jerusalem. This year, when snow covers the ground 
where the tulips will one day appear, and my long down coat is 
wrapped around me, I will remember Tu BôShevat in Jerusalem. I will 
close my eyes and return to where Tu BôShevat makes sense. I will 
smell almond spices and feel the warmth of the sun.  
And I discovered I could use this method to make it through many 
more times in my life that seem ñout of sync.ò When I face a difficult 
time, I bring myself in my mind to a place of calm. When I find 
myself in a moment of frigidity, I bring myself to a place of warmth. 
When I feel myself unable to breathe, I bring myself to a place of 
peace. These moments are real, just as Tu Bôshevat in Israel is real - 
they just might not be happening to me at this exact moment. But they 
DO exist. And so I choose to bring myself back there.  
So, as we begin  new secular year, which I think is no coincidence 
begins in the winter, when things are bare, fresh palettes, clean slates - 
let us face the cold with an inner warmth. Let us face the barrenness 
with memories of fruitfulness. And feel free to share these places with 
people when they need it. And if you ever need it, call me, and Iôll 
share mine with you. 

Rabbi Jaimee Shalhevet 
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Welcome to ñAsk the Rabbi!ò Here, Rabbi Jaimee will endeavor to answer your questions. Answers may vary depending on the depth of the 
questions and the age of the questioner, so please include your age range (0-12/13-18/above 18) (name is optional) and Rabbi Jaimee will attempt 
to answer your questions! 
 
Question: Whatôs the difference between our bible and the Christian bible? Is it just the addition of the New Testament in the Christian bible? 
(above 18) 
 
Rabbi Jaimee: This is actually a rather complex question because not every Christian bible is the same either. Letôs start with ours. We call our 
Bible, the Hebrew Bible or the TaNaKh. It consists of three sections, each one broken up into books. The first section is the Torah and it consists 
of five books - notable, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. That stands for the ñTò in TaNaKh.  

The second section is the Nôviôim, (making the Nò in TaNaKh) meaning the Prophets. It contains 21 books. They are, Joshua, Judges, 
Samuel 1, Samuel 2, Kings 1, Kings 2, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, MIcah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephania, 
Haggai, Zecharia, and Malachi. When a Bônei Mitzvah completes their Torah reading, they then read a Haftarah portion usually taken from one of 
these books.  

The final section of our Bible, the ñKhò in TaNaKh, is called Ketuvim, meaning the writings. This is where we find our 5 megillot (the 
most famous of which, of course, is Esther.) Ketuvim consists of 13 books, Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, 
Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nechemiah, Chronicles 1, and Chronicles 2. So, all together, the Jewish bible consists of 39 books. Christians 
call our bible, ñThe Old Testament.ò So, one would think that the addition of the New Testament would then equal the Christian Bible. However, 
there is more to the varying sects of Christianity. 

The differences in the Christian Bibles consist mainly of the number of books included and the arrangement of those books. Sometimes, 
there are distinct changes in the languages or translations used which can lead to a varied theological emphasis. The Protestant Bible (used by 
Lutherans, Methodists, Episcopalians, and other Protestant denominations) is the closest to what we think is the basic form of the Christian Bible. 
It contains all 39 books of the Hebrew bible (which they call the Old Testament) and it adds 27 books which is known as the New Testament. 
Their Old testament section, however, is in a different order than ours. Our order is listed with importance towards the Torah and how we should 
live our lives. The Protestant order of the books is in what they consider to be chronological order, therefore, leading up, in their opinion, the 
beginning of the time that the New Testament would have come about. 
Now the Catholic and Greek Orthodox version of the Bible has even more books. They have our 39 Old Testament books and 27 New Testament 
books, and then, it contains 7 more books known as ñDeuterocanonicalò or ñApocryphal.ò They also have additional writings on the books of 
Esther and Daniel. This Apocryphal literature that separates the Catholic and Greek Orthodox bible is a lesson unto itself. Suffice it to say, it is 
considered interesting work that can shed light on the mindset of ancient people, but only the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christians consider it 
a Holy part of the Bible. 
Hopefully, that answered your question and you are even more confused now than you were before, ready to dive in and learn more! 
 

If youôd like to submit a question for future publication, please email Rabbi Shalhevet at Rabbi@northshoresynagogue.org 
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мκо ±ŀȅŜŎƘƛ  DŜƴŜǎƛǎ  птΥну-рлΥнс 
мκмл {ƘŜƳƻǘ  9ȄƻŘǳǎ  мΥм-сΥм 
мκмт ±ŀŜǊŀ  9ȄƻŘǳǎ  сΥн-фΥор 
мκнп .ƻ  9ȄƻŘǳǎ  млΥм-моΥмс 
мκом .ŜǎƘŀƭŀŎƘ  9ȄƻŘǳǎ  моΥмт-мтΥмс 

ahb¢I hC W!b¦!w¸ 

нκт ¸ƛǘǊƻ  9ȄƻŘǳǎ      муΥм-нлΥно  
нκмп aƛǎƘǇŀǝƳ 9ȄƻŘǳǎ  нмΥм-нпΥму  
нκнм ¢ŜǊǳƳŀƘ  9ȄƻŘǳǎ                       нрΥм-нтΥмф 
нκну ¢ŜǘȊŀǾŜƘ  9ȄƻŘǳǎ   нтΥнл-олΥмл

оκт Yƛ ¢ƛǎŀ  9ȄƻŘǳǎ  олΥмм-опΥор 
оκмп ±ŀȅŀƪƘŜƭ  9ȄƻŘǳǎ  орΥм-оуΥнл  
оκнм tŜƪǳŘŜƛ  9ȄƻŘǳǎ   оуΥнм-плΥоу 
оκну       ±ŀȅƛƪǊŀ  [ŜǾƛǝŎǳǎ   мΥм-рΥнс 

Mixing Traditional Nusach with 
Modern Musical styles in Services. 
Many times I am asked about how, as 
a Cantor, I choose a style of music for 
services.  I am not the only Cantor who 
is asked this by Congregants.  As 
Hazzanim, it is important that we keep 
ourselves in four places musically: 
 
Our Roots ï we need to have a strong 
understanding of where our music 
began, its origins.  We have to retain 

our knowledge so as not to forget where we started musically in 
our liturgical/musical background.  That is why Cantors / 
Hazzanim study under certified training programs.  It is not 
enough to learn how to sing a part of the liturgy, but to 
understand the context of the prayer and where it is in the 
service. 
 
The ñGolden Ageô ï this of course refers to the late 1800ôs early 
1900ôs.  What is it that made Cantors so great during  that time.  
The Choirs; the great voices; the Synagogues clamoring for 
great voices; the Congregants coming to listen to those great 
voices.  There are stories of Synagogues in New York City 
bidding for specific Cantors.  It was bragging rights to have one 
of the Golden Age Cantors, and people would line up outside the 
Synagogues just to hear those voices.   
 
Today ï not just the contemporary style of musicians and 
composers like Debbi Friedman (zòl)), Noah Aronson, Rick 
Recht, and Craig Taubman, but the music that our young 
Congregants listen to.  We need to be able to blend those styles 
with the styles of the past, keeping true to Nusach while at the 
same time keeping ñmusicallyò in touch with all of our 
Congregants.  We need to understand the musical trends in our 
society and utilize our creativity to incorporate those styles into 
the music of the liturgy while at the same time keeping true to 
the context of the prayer.   
 
The Future ï As Cantors ï the keepers of our rich, musical 
traditions ï we have to always be open to the new, not just 

discount it because it is ñnot what we would listen toò.  We have 
to be able to integrate musically the future with our current, and 
our past. 

 
This always makes the job as a Hazzan fresh, challenging, and 
at the same time exciting.  Years ago when I was starting out on 
my Cantorial Journey I was teaching the traditional melody to 
Adon Olam to a class of 5th graders.  One student was not 
paying attention, so at the end of the class I asked him and he 
said the music is boring.  I then asked him what he listened to, 
and he gave me the name of a rap group I have never heard of.  I 
went home that night and looked up the group ï it was what at 
the time was called ñGangster Rapò.  The next week in class I 
wanted to demonstrate to the class a different way to do Adon 
Olam.  I proceeded to beat box (not very well I might add) but 
then started to rap the words to Adon Olam.  That studentôs eyes 
lit up.  He came to me after the class and asked me why I did 
that.  I told him that he taught me that I should always be willing 
to look at new musical styles and integrate them.   

 
Can we blend the old with the new?  Can we adapt?  
Historically Judaism has been able to do that throughout our 
history.  When the 2nd Temple was destroyed by the Romans 
circa: 70 CE we adapted.  No longer were we part of a 
Sacrificial Cult.  We moved on and moved forward.  Our music 
has adapted throughout our wanderings in the Diaspora.  Many 
of these musical trends can be found in several Scholarly works, 
most prominently Idelsohnôs books on Nusach.   

 
It is important that we continue to evolve ï at least Hazzanim ï 
musically.  I do not believe that we have to do only one or the 
other ï I believe that we can blend the old and new musical 
styles.  So when you are in services and you hear a new melody, 
or even an old melody really listen to it, pay attention and know 
that our song continues.   

Cantorôs Note 
Cantor Steven Hevenstone 

Cantor Steven Hevenstone 



 

 

A Message from the President 
Ginny McNulty  

It was truly meaningful to greet so many of 
you at our High Holy Day services. Seeing 
familiar faces and meeting new onesð
gathered together in prayer, reflection, and 
communityðwas a powerful reminder of the 
strength and unity that sustain North 
Shore Synagogue. Each conversation, each 
embrace, and each shared moment of 
prayer reaffirmed for me how deeply 
connected we are as a congregational family. 
I am profoundly grateful for your kind 
words, your warmth, and your 
encouragement. As winter begins and the 

days grow shorter, our tradition reminds us that when the 
world grows darker, we are the ones called to bring the light. 
And this community answers that call again and again. 
We bring light through our mitzvotðmost recently at our 
Thanksgiving Cook-A-Thon, where more than 200 volunteers came 
together to prepare and assemble 1,000 meals for those who are 
homebound or in need. Watching adults, teens, and children work 
side by sideðchopping, packaging, delivering with careðwas a 
moving reminder that kindness itself is a form of illumination. We 
bring light to the seniors at Orchard Estates, joining them in crafting 
holiday decorations and sharing laughter, memories, and presence. 
These small moments of companionship warm hearts long after the 
craft supplies are put away. We see light in the joyful blessing of our 
pets, reminding us of the sacredness of all living beings. 
We see it in our Religious School students as they study Judaica and 
prayersðeyes bright with curiosity, hearts growing in understanding 
and pride. Every Friday night, our Shabbat services cast a gentle, 

steady glow, offering space for renewal, and connection. Amid the 
challenges of the week, Shabbat invites us to breathe, to gather, and 
to remember that we are never alone.  
Our committees, Brotherhood, and Sisterhood continue to spark light 
through vibrant programs and educational opportunitiesðmoments 
that enrich our minds, lift our spirits, and strengthen our bonds with 
one another. 
These are just a few of the many ways our community shines, 
especially in the cold and dim days of winter. North Shore 
Synagogue truly stands as a beaconðbright, warm, and 
welcomingðbecause of each of you. North Shore Synagogue is more 
than a place of worship; it is a spiritual home filled with light, 
warmth, purpose, and connection. It is sustained by the dedication of 
our clergy, staff, lay leaders, and volunteersðand, most importantly, 
by you. Your presence, your spirit, and your participation bring our 
mission to life. And together, we let that light ripple outwardð
touching our neighbors, uplifting those in need, and brightening the 
broader community in ways both seen and unseen. Every mitzvah,  
every act of kindness, and every moment of learning adds another 
spark to the collective flame we share.  
As we look ahead, may the New Year, 2026, bring health, joy, and 
abundant light to you and your loved ones. May the months to come 
offer moments of growth, connection, and peace. And may we all go 
from strength to strength, togetherðcarrying our shared light into the 
world and kindling hope wherever we go. 
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Ginny McNulty, President 

Welcome New Members 

Jeremy and Lindsay Lisch 
Erica and Steven Sutter 
Stephen and Nathalie Levin 
Ken and Sheryl Brodsky 
Alan and Amy Mintz 
Lisa and Stephen Limowski 
Jeremy and Ronna Antar 
Donna Cooperman 
Tara and Jason Schwartz 
Darren and Amanda Lieberman 

Yona and Eric Nirenberg 
Sondra Hoffman 
Pamela Honderich 
Eric and Sherrill Sklar 
Ross and Lauren Fuller 
Lisa and Matthew Silberstein 
Andrew and Allison Soren 
Jonathan and Jana Scher 
Julie Leishin 
Laurie Silverman 

Carly and Justin Orlansky 
Jessica and Brett Krefetz 
Robert and Jennifer Zelman 
Karyn and Ron Reiter 
Rochelle Lerner 
Martin Backer and Lorena Garcia 
Ashley and Jonathan Cohen 
Carrie Rappaport and Mitchell Chester 
 

Our 40 new member Shabbat bags were packed and delivered. Each bag 

included a candle stick set, kiddush cup, bottle of wine, fresh challah, and a 

personal note from our clergy. We are looking forward to many wonderful 

years ahead. Thank you to our membership committee for assembling all the 

bags and delivering them. 
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NORTH SHORE SYNAGOGUE SHALOM 

To Honor and Remember 
Mishkan Tôfilah Bookplates ($54 per bookplate)  
Dedicate a prayer book in memory of loved ones or in honor of 
someone special or a noteworthy occasion. 
 

Simcha Wall Plaques (starting at $500)  
Commemorate a joyous occasion. 
 

Butterfly Wall (starting at $108)  
Honor and celebrate precious moments in your childôs life. Add a 
butterfly to the Gateway Wall of the Nursery School Wing. 
 

Cemetery Plots ($5,000 per plot)  
Judaism teaches us that purchasing oneôs plot while still alive is a 
segulah (spiritually propitious act) for longevity, because by doing so 
one contemplates oneôs own mortality and uses oneôs time allotted on 
this earth more wisely. The Cemetery Committee is selling plots in the 
Synagogueôs section at Beth Moses Cemetery in Farmingdale . Please 
note maintenance at Wellwood, New Montefiore and Beth Moses 
cemeteries is provided at no cost.  
Any concerns regarding maintenance should be brought to our attention. 
 

Memorial Plaques ($600 per plaque)  
Remember a loved one in perpetuity with a solid bronze memorial 
plaque on our Illuminated Memorial Tablet in our Sanctuary.  
 

Oneg/Flower Sponsors  (starting at $180) 
Did you know you could sponsor the oneg and flowers? Do you have a 
birthday, anniversary, wedding, or simcha coming up? Let us celebrate 
with you! Your contribution will help defray our cost.  

 

Mazel Tovs 

Mazel Tov 

Ronne and Andrew Rabinowitz on the birth of their grandson Lowen 
Seth Rabinowitz. Proud Parents Alex and Lara and proud big sister 
Brooke. 
 

Sherri Winick and John Pagliaro on the birth of their granddaughter 
Naomi Jean Romano. Proud parents Bailey and Ben Romano.  
 

Ted Winick on the birth of his great-granddaughter Naomi Jean 
Romano. Proud parents Bailey and Ben Romano.  
 

Denise and Robert Schreiber on the birth of their granddaughter 
Isabelle Isla Schreiber. Proud parents Evan and Lily and proud big sister 
Olivia. 
 

Doris Rosenfeld on the birth of her great-grandson Evan Thomas 
Greene. Proud parents Cassey and Matt Greene and proud big brother 
Jack.  
 

Ronne and Andrew Rabinowitz on the birth of their granddaughter 
Nora Alice Rabinowitz. Proud parents Morgan and Ben and proud big 
brother Walter.  
 

Ronne and Andrew Rabinowitz on the birth of their grandson Marshall 
Jacob Rabinowitz. Proud parents Jessica and Jordan and proud big 
brother Freddie.  
 

Debbie and David Shapiro on the marriage of their son Zachary Shapiro 
to Robyn Wilk.  
 

Jill and Jim Garfinkel on the birth of their grandson Dylan Pierce 
Thomas. Proud parents Jessica and Steven. 
 

Beth Bucheister and Jonathan Freed on the birth of their 
granddaughter Laurel S. Freed. Proud parents Leah and Paulo.  
 

Judy and Paul Hollander on the marriage of their daughter Lisa 
Hollander to David Simon. 
 

Cantor Steven and Kathy Hevenstone on the birth of their grandson 
Bowen Asher Hevenstone. Proud parents Aaron and Hannah.  
 

Beth Bucheister and Jonathan Freed on the birth of their 
granddaughter Adira Kotam. Proud parents Heidi and Nithin Kotam. 

Condolences 
Bernard Rosen: Husband of Elly; Father of Fred (Donna) and Beth; 
Grandfather of Bryan (Barbara), Melissa (Will), Michael (Janell), 
Analiese (Nic) and Joey (Shannon); Great Grandfather of Madison, 
Harper, Sydney, Allesandra, Giovanna, Rhees, Troy and Luca 
 

Joel Levine: Husband of Ellen; Brother of Elieen (Cookie) Levine; 
Father of Barry and Ross (Katie); Grandfather of Emma, Hanna, Jack, 
Riley and Colin 
 
Ann Kopech: Mother of Susan Kopech (Donald Lubowich); Robin Berk 
(Craig), Stephen Kopech (Karen); Grandmother of Jordana (Angus), 
Joshua (Emily) Justin and Sydney; Great Grandmother of Ari 
 

Kenneth Brandon Schwartz: Son to Natalie and Peter Schwartz 
 
Larry Mehlsack: Husband of Fran; Father of Alise (Bryce) and Craig 
(Lisa); Grandfather of Maggie (Nate), David, Dylan, Allie, Nolyn and 
Rhyan. 
 
Milton Miller: Husband of Joyce Miller; Father of Scott (Liz), Susan 
(Jack) and Robert; Grandfather of Sharon, Jonathan (Christine), Michael 
and Yori. 
 

Allison B. Brand: Mother of Rachel and Kyle Bobley; Sister of David 
(Alice), Clifford, (Robin), Pattie Sheinbaum (Richard); Aunt of Ian, 
Annick, Justin and Dani 
 

Maxine Cherofsky: Sister of Doris (Daivd); Aunt of Tara (Josh) and 
Scott (Melinda); Great Aunt of Ryan, Mikayla, Hudson and Sloane. 
 

Ruth T. Schwartz: Mother of Gary (Angela) Schwartz and Karen 
Fierstein; Grandmother of Matthew (Sydney), Rachel, Leigh (Jason) and 
Russel (Joey); Great Grandmother of Benjamin, Blair and Dylan. 
 

Jean Israelson: Mother of Ronnie (Steve), Paul (Ellen) and Joanne 
(Scott); Grandmother of Sarah (John), Alison (Patrick), Jennifer (Jordan), 
and Andrew (Sarah), and Stephanie (Benjamin); Great-Grandmother of 
Brendon, Isla, Matthew, Selene, and Jack   
 

Florence Israel: Mother of Lisa (Andrew), Michelle (Jim) and Stacey 
(Jamie); Grandmother of Sophia, Jocelyn, Addy, Alexa and Kiera. 
 

Robert Alan Zuflacht: Husband of Anita Kaplan; Father of Lindsay 
(Jordan) Padover and Jared (Amy) Zuflacht; Brother to Richard Zuflacht, 
Kathie Garcia, Alvin (June) Pitkow and Marlene Pitkow (Mark Kalow); 
Grandfather to Sophie Reese, Bryce and Chase 
 

Ellen Huzarsky: Wife of Jack Huzarsky; Mother of Risa (Peter) Thomas 
and Jonathan (Michelle) Huzarsky; Grandmother of Weston, Grayson, 
Remi and Hudson 

Sharing Our Lives 

Keep Us Informed 
Got Good News?  
Engagements, marriages, births, graduations, special  
accomplishments? Send your information by email to 
office@northshoresynagogue.org or contact the office at  
516-921-2282, so we may share your simchas with the 
congregation. 
 

Please Let our Clergy Know!  
Current laws prevent hospitals from releasing names of patients. 
Please call the synagogue office when you, a family member, or a 
friend are in the hospital and would welcome a visit.  
 

In Times of Bereavement   
At the hour of loss, the clergy of NSS wants to be helpful to you. 
After office hours, we can be reached at 516-921-2282 ext. 8. If you 
wish us to officiate at the funeral of your loved one, please have the 
funeral home ensure our availability at the time you desire before 
finalizing your arrangements. 
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My name is Dara Sirkis. I am in 7th grade and attend Harry B THOMPSON Middle School. I am going to become 
a Bat Mitzvah on January 17, 2026.My parents names are Adam and Rachel. I have 2 sets of grandparents. Their 
names are Irwin and Sharon Botwinick and Jacob and Marsha Sirkis. I have a bearded dragon named Chaamp. I 
enjoy skiing and playing Ice Hockey. I currently play Defense on the Syosset Middle School Team. I also play the 
clarinet in the school band. I have been involved in all the mitzvah projects at the temple including sandwich 
making,  collecting food for the Thanksgiving Cook A Thon, cooking at the Cook a Thon (stuffing is my 
specialty!) and Backpacks for Success. My favorite Jewish food is Matzah ball soup.  I enjoy all Jewish holidays 
because I get to be with my family and eat good food..   To become a Bat Mitzvah is very important to me. It 
means growing up and more responsibilities. 

Hello my name is Ethan Samuel Sutton. I am in 7th grade and attend South Woods Middle school. I am going to 
become a Bar Mitzvah on February 7, 2026.  My parents are Julie and Eric Sutton. I have two sisters, Lucy and 
Sadie. My grandparents are Joseph and Sherrie Azizollahoff, and Barry and Bernice Sutton. I love spending time 
with my family, hanging out with my friends, and playing video games. I also enjoy playing tennis and the piano. 
For my mitzvah project I raised money for the North Shore Animal League so they can use the money to help all 
animals in need and keep them healthy and happy! My favorite Jewish food is latkes, because my favorite holiday 
is Hanukkah, and I love potatoes. To become a Bar Mitzvah is to become a Jewish adult and participate more in 
traditions and holidays. Being a Jewish adult means Iôm now a role model and that I have a greater connection to 
my Jewish heritage.  

Hello! My name is Theo Azizollahoff. I am in 7th grade and attend Harry B. Thompson Middle School. I 
am going to become a Bar Mitzvah on March 7, 2026, which is my actual birthday.My parentsô names are 
Sara and Seth and I have an older brother named Oliver and a younger sister named Hailey. I have four 
grandparents: Grandma Sharon and Grandpa Mike and Grandma Bonnie and Pops. I enjoy hanging out 
with my friends, playing soccer, and playing percussion.  My favorite Jewish food is latkes and my favor-
ite Jewish holiday is Passover. I enjoy Passover because I like to eat matzah and find the afikomen. Be-
coming a Bar Mitzvah means that I am more grown-up and that I have achieved something important in 
my life. 

Hello, my name is Joshua (Josh) Ginsburg. I am in 7th grade and attend H.B. Thompson Middle School. I am go-
ing to become a Bar Mitzvah on March 14, 2026. My parentsô names are Tara and David Ginsburg, and I have one 
older brother, Wesley (Wes).  My grandparents names are: Bonnie and Fred Laffie, and Jeri and Stephen Gins-
burg. I enjoy playing tennis and spending time with friends and family. For my mitzvah project, I participated in 
the Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation Walk to help raise money and awareness and help find a cure. It was 
meaningful to me to support people and families who are affected by this illness. My favorite Jewish food is chal-
lah, and my favorite Jewish holiday is Rosh Hashanah, because I love starting the new year with the sweetness of 
honey and  apples. To become a Bar Mitzvah means that I am taking an important step toward Jewish adulthood, 
recognizing my Jewish ancestry and history, and embracing a part of who I am that I am very proud of. 

Hello my name is Jason Varadi . I am in 7th grade and attend South Woods Middle School. I am going to be-

come a Bônei Mitzvah on March 21, 2026. My parents names are Sara and Michael and I have a brother 

named Andrew.   I have three grandparents, Susan and Neil Ovadia, and Judy Varadi. I enjoy playing sports 

and spending time with my friends. For my mitzvah project I raised over $2,000 for the Crohn's and Colitis 

Foundation.  My favorite Jewish food is challah and my favorite Jewish holiday is Hanukkah, because I get to 

spend lots of time with family and I get gifts. To become a Bônei mitzvah means that I am becoming a young 

adult and I can become more independent in my every day life.   

Not pictured: Austin Bloch who will become a Bar Mitzvah on March 28, 2026 



 

 

bǳǊǎŜǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ bŜǿǎ 
WŀŎǉǳŜƭƛƴŜ {ŀƴŎƘŜȊΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
Winter brings so many wonderful celebrations and learning 
experiences for our Nursery School children. The children read many 
books about Chanukah, made crafts, and enjoyed creating a menorah 
to bring home for their families to display. Our Chanukah celebration 
was truly magical! The children dressed in blue and white, proudly 
wearing their Chanukah crowns, and sang the songs they had learned 
for all of our guests. Afterwards, we enjoyed a lively celebration in 
the Youth Lounge, complete with delicious treats. A big thank you to 
all our families for helping make this celebration so special! During 
the winter, we also explored the works of many authors, and Jan Brett 
has been our favorite by far. So many of her wonderful stories focus 
on the winter season! 
 
In December, we also prepare for the arrival of winter. All the classes 
learn about how people and animals adapt during this season. We 
explore how some animals hibernate, some migrate, and how people 
adjust to colder weather. To celebrate the first day of winter, we have 
a Pajama Hibernation Day! The children come to school dressed in 
cozy pajamas and bring their favorite stuffed animals from home. Our 
favorite part of the day is going on a ñbear huntò! 
 
We also enjoy our Winter Spirit Week in January, where each day 
focuses on a different winter theme. We wore hats and mittens on 

Monday, blues on Tuesday, warm sweaters on Wednesday, pajamas 
on Thursday, and enjoyed hot chocolate on Friday. During winter, we 
do many fun science experiments, exploring the melting and freezing 
of water to make ice. When possible, we enjoy playing in the snow; if 
not, we create our own snow using different materials. 
 
Our Tot Shabbats have been wonderful. The children love returning to 
school to celebrate Shabbat with their family and friends, and we look 
forward to teachers joining us for future Tot Shabbats. We hope to see 
all our families there! 
 
In the UPK program, we celebrate the 100th day of school, usually in 
the middle of February. Parents are invited to join us to see all we 
have learned and participate in fun activities involving the number 
100. We are all so proud to be 100 days smarter! 
 
We also look forward to a visit from the dentist in February, helping 
the children learn about dental health in a fun and engaging way. 
March brings Dr. Seuss Spirit Week, celebrating one of our most 
beloved authors across the school.. 
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wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ϧ ¸ƻǳǘƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ  
WŀŎǉǳŜƭȅƴƴ Dƻƭǳō ŀƴŘ /ŀƴǘƻǊ {ǘŜǾŜ 

We are looking for Madrichim  

If your child is in 8th through 12th grade, then they can come become 

a madrich or madricha (leader) in our Religious School classes. Our 

Madrichim help guide our younger students toward a positive 

Religious School experience by helping show leadership skills, 

working with small groups and assisting the teacher in their daily 

lessons.  

Contact the Religious School for more information! 

516-921-2282 ext. 120 or religiousschool@northshoresynagogue.org 
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As we approach the end of the calendar year, we reflect on a meaningful and joyful season in our Religious School and North Shore Synagogue 
community. Celebrating Chanukah together with our students and families was a wonderful reminder of how much our children grow and learn in 
such a short time. Throughout the year, our students explore the Five Books of Torah, discuss what it means to connect with G-d, and learn how 
Jewish values guide us in living thoughtful and holy lives. 
 

In Hebrew studies, children in the younger grades continue to build their skills by learning the Aleph Bet, while students in the upper grades focus 
on Shabbat prayers and their meanings. One of the most rewarding moments is seeing our children participate in Friday night Shabbat servicesð
singing prayers from the bimah and in the pews, and feeling a sense of belonging within our synagogue community. We hope the experiences and 
lessons they gain in Religious School stay with them as they grow and eventually create Jewish homes of their own. 
 

Family Shabbat Services remain a special highlight of our year. These services feature our Religious School students and Junior Choir, giving 
them the opportunity to share readings they have prepared and to lead the congregation in song and prayer. We look forward to continuing these 
meaningful services and invite all families to join us at our upcoming Family Shabbat celebrations. 
 

This month, we would also like to shine a spotlight on our Madrichim. Our Madrichim are postïBônei Mitzvah students who generously volunteer 
their time to support our Religious School as classroom assistants. While their role includes helping with daily classroom needs, their impact 
reaches far beyond that. Madrichim serve as role models, guiding younger students and helping create a positive, engaging Religious School 
experience through their leadership, initiative, and enthusiasm. 
 

The Madrichim Program provides teens with opportunities to develop communication and leadership skills, build self-confidence, express Jewish 
values, and gain practical teaching experience. We are incredibly grateful to our Madrichim for their dedication and commitment to our school. 
Families with postïBônei Mitzvah students who may be interested in becoming a madrich or madricha are encouraged to contact the Religious 
School office. 
 

Looking ahead, we are excited for the many programs and events planned for the coming months. From Family Shabbat services and family 
programs to youth group activities and special community events, there is something for everyone to enjoy. We invite you to stay involved, stay 
connected, and share in the warmth of our NSS community throughout the winter season. 
 

We look forward to seeing you and your family at one of our upcoming events. 



 

 

{ƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘ {ŎƻƻǇ 
WŀƴŜǘ /ƻƘŜƴΣ /ŀǊƻƭ CƛǎƘŜǊΣ 5ƻƴƴŀ DŜƭōŜǊΣ {ƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘ /ƻ-tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 

On behalf of Sisterhood, we are delighted to share that we have enjoyed a wonderfully active and successful fall season. 
September kicked off with an outstanding turnout of both new and returning synagogue members at our ñSweet New Yearò event. 
Linda Henrich led a delightful and informative honey-tasting programðthank you to Linda and Bill Henrich for generously 
sponsoring this successful gathering. The sweetness continued as participants created beautiful candy platters to usher in a very 
sweet New Year. 
In November, Studio 2 Productions guided more than 40 attendees in a hands-on Mezuzah-Making workshop. Participants safely 
designed, cut glass, and crafted their own unique mezuzot. It was a fantastic and memorable experience. 
Our Chanukah shopping event at Madisonôs Niche in Woodbury brought together Sisterhood members of all ages for an evening of 
browsing, shopping, sipping, and socializing. Raffles for baskets and gift cards added to the excitement! 
We are now accepting orders for 2026 Mah Jongg cardsðplease remember to place your order soon. 
Please mark your calendars and look for emails for our upcoming meaningful and fun programs: 
February: Mishloach Manot Purim Fundraiser 
March 25: Our signature event, the Womenôs Seder 
April 13: A ñspiritualò program led by psychic/medium Nancy DôErasmo 
May: Whatôs Cooking culinary experience 

Sisterhood is a vibrant, multigenerational community of women connected through Judaism, friendship, and shared experiences. 
Whether you are new to North Shore Synagogue or a longtime member, there is a place for you. We warmly invite you to join us. 
The Sisterhood Board wishes you and your families a bright and joyful Chanukah and a happy, healthy New Year. We welcome 
your ideas and suggestions, and we look forward to seeing you at our upcoming programs. 
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North Shore Synagogue Brotherhood offer many opportunities for 
socializing, camaraderie, Tikkun Olam and so much more. For a 
nominal cost, which includes a paid-up membership dinner, itôs the 
best deal in town! Contact the synagogue office today at 
516.921.2282. 

 

The North Shore Synagogue Board of Trustees 
is seeking congregant volunteers to join the 
following committees: 
 

¶ Fundraising 

¶ Nursery School 

¶ Membership 

¶ Mitzvah / Caring 

¶ Social Justice 

¶ Marketing & Social Media 

¶ Youth Learning and Engagement 
 

Please contact Jacquelynn Golub (516.921.2282 
ext. 106) or Ginny McNulty (ext. 190) at your 
earliest convenience. Join your Board of 
Trustees in making NSS better everyday! 

Get involved by Volunteering! 

.ǊƻǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

As the days grow shorter and cooler, activity within the North Shore 
Synagogue Brotherhood continues to heat up. This fall has been an 
especially busy and rewarding season, filled with opportunities for 
connection, service, and community-building. 

We kicked off the year with lively Brotherhood barbecues, bringing 
members together in a relaxed setting to strengthen friendships and 
welcome new faces. One of the highlights of the fall was our hands-on 
involvement in building the synagogue sukkahða meaningful tradition 
that reflects the Brotherhoodôs commitment to supporting synagogue 
life while working side by side. Families were then invited to enjoy 
pizza and ice cream in the sukkah, creating a joyful, multigenerational 
experience that embodied the spirit of the holiday. 

Our Brotherhood was also proud to support the synagogueôs annual 
Chanukah breakfast, where members cooked pancakes and sponsored 
the food, helping ensure a festive and well-attended celebration for the 
entire community. In addition, our monthly Brotherhood breakfasts, 
featuring favorites like bagels and lox, continue to draw strong 
attendance and serve as an important forum for camaraderie, 
conversation, and idea-sharing. 
 
Looking ahead, we invite all members to bring their ideas and energy 
as we begin planning our spring calendar. There is always room for new 
voices, fresh events, and creative ways to support the synagogue and 
one another. Be sure to watch your email for information about 
upcoming favorites such as our Super Bowl Pool, March Madness 
event, and other exciting programs still to come. 

We encourage everyone to stop by our next Brotherhood meeting on 

January 11th to hear more about the great events ahead and learn how 

you can get involved. The Brotherhood continues to thrive because of 

its membersðand we look forward to another season of meaningful 

connection and shared purpose. 

The Lifelong Learning Committee started the 2025-2026 
year with two new events: ñSpirits, Sushi & Scripture in 
the Sukkahò on October 8th , and ñWine, Women & 
Wisdomò on November 19th. A good time was had by 
all, mingling, imbibing and learning together! These 
programs willbe repeated in the coming months (without 
the Sukkah in the first case!). 
 
Sukkot Under the Stars at the end of Sukkot was a bit of 
a washout with a foggy night sky but all the attendees 
reported being delighted with the opportunity to look 
through a telescope! 
 
For our first book club of the new season, we hosted 
Zibby Owens and a fabulous panel of women authors, 
each of whom contributed to the book, On Being Jewish 
Now. The authors led us through their poignant life 
experiences with what it means to them to be Jewish 
now. 
 
November 7th and 8th was our Scholar in Residence 
program, featuring the wisdom of Rabbi 
Menachem Creditor. 
 
On November 16th , a pajama party was held with 
author, Ben Romano, reading two of his books and 
leading a sing-along with our pre-K and Kindergarten 
children. The children also had the opportunity to 
perform a mitzvah by donating a pair of pajamas to less 
fortunate children. 
 
In mid-November, ADL facilitated a program for our 7 th 
graders entitled ñWords to Action.ò This program models 
how to recognize and stand up to antisemitism in 
everyday life. 
 
Stay tuned for information on more of our upcoming 
events and opportunities to mingle, chat, nosh and learn. 
 
ALL ARE WELCOME! Please join us for all or any of 
these events and more! Watch our weekly ñHappeningsò 
and upcoming flyers for more information!!! 

[ƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ 
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